
The Theologians 
 
1) Walter Brueggemann 
 
Round of 32 – Sabbath As Resistance 
Sabbath is not simply a pause. It is an occasion for reimagining all of social life away from coercion and competition to 
compassionate solidarity. Such solidarity is imaginable and possible only when our desire to acquire more is broken. Sabbath 
is not simply the pause that refreshes. It is the pause that transforms. Whereas Israelites are always tempted to acquire more, 
Sabbath is an invitation to receive, an acknowledgement that what is needed is given and need not be seized.  
 
Sweet 16 – Prayers for a Privileged People – The Noise of Politics 
We watch as the jets fly in with the power people and the money people, the suits, the budget, the billions. We wonder about 
monetary polices because we are among the haves, and about generosity because we care about the have-nots. By slower 
modes we notice Lazarus and the poor arriving from Africa, and the beggars from Central Europe, and the throng of 
environmentalists with their vision of butterflies and oil of flowers and tanks of growing things and killing fields. We wonder 
about peace and war, about ecology and development, about hope and entitlement. We listen beyond jeering protesters and 
soaring jets and faintly we hear mumbling of the crucified one, something about feeding the hungry, and giving drink to the 
thirsty, about clothing the naked, and noticing the prisoners, more about the least and about holiness among them. We are 
moved by the mumbles of the gospel, even while we are tenured in our privilege. We are half ready to join the choir of hope, 
half afraid things might change and in a third half turning to you, and your outpouring love that works justice and that binds 
us each and all to one another. So we pray amid jeering protesters and soaring jets. Come by here and make new even at 
some risk to our entitlements.  
 
Elite Eight – Sabbath As Resistance  
“Sabbath, in the first instance, is not about worship. It is about work stoppage. It is about withdrawal from the 
anxiety system of Pharaoh, the refusal to let one’s life be defined by production and consumption and the endless 
pursuit of private well-being.” 
 
Final Four – The Prophetic Imagination 
The prophet engages in futuring fantasy. The prophet does not ask if the vision can be implemented, for questions 
of implementation are of no consequence until the vision can be imagined. The imagination must come before the 
implementation. Our culture is competent to implement almost anything and to imagine almost nothing. The same 
royal consciousness that make it possible to implement anything and everything is the one that shrinks 
imagination because imagination is a danger. Thus every totalitarian regime is frightened of the artist. It is the 
vocation of the prophet to keep alive the ministry of imagination, to keep on conjuring and proposing futures 
alternative to the single one the king wants to urge as the only thinkable one.   
 
National Championship 
When we live according to our fears and our hates, our lives become small and defensive, lacking the deep, 
joyous generosity of God. If you find some part of your life where your daily round has grown thin and 
controlling and resentful, life with God is much, much larger, shattering our little categories of control, permitting 
us to say that God’s purposes led us well beyond ourselves to live and to forgive, to create life we would not have 
imagined 

 



2 – Carla Works 
 
Round of 32 
The kingdom of heaven is supposed to produce a new people, a new kind of community. The Church is 
supposed to exhibit what the Kingdom of Heaven is supposed to look like. The church is supposed to be 
a living glimpse of God’s kingdom in this world. To follow this king, means you have to emulate a king 
who looks like no other king in the world. And if we believe that Jesus is calling us to radical 
discipleship, then we need a community to help us truly be faithful to this task. 
 
Sweet 16 – Working Preacher Commentary (Matt 25:31-46) 
Throughout the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus' teaching has announced and illustrated the kingdom of God. 
God's kingdom does not function like a typical kingdom. This divine reign has invaded the world and is 
good news -- especially to those on the fringes of society. This rule welcomes those who have no status 
and seeks to serve others rather than exploit them. The righteous have inherited this kingdom. Those 
who claim to follow Jesus and hope to endure to the end (24:13) are called to live faithfully to God's 
righteous empire. Those who have experienced God's kingdom cannot go back to life as it once 
was.  Stanley Hauerwas writes, "The difference between followers of Jesus and those who do not know 
Jesus is that those who have seen Jesus no longer have any excuse to avoid 'the least of these.'" 
 
Elite Eight – Working Preacher Commentary 2 Cor 4:3-6 
For Paul, the revelation of God’s image through Jesus has changed everything. The revelation of God’s 
glory in Christ is the basis of Paul’s confession of Jesus’ Lordship (2 Corinthians 4:5). That revelation 
also is the driving force behind Paul’s entire ministry. In Jesus, Paul sees that God is indeed making all 
creation “new.” Jesus embodies God’s desire of life abundant for all. God has not abandoned God’s 
creation to the “god of this age.” This is good news indeed. 
 
Final Four - Working Preacher Commentary 2 Cor 4:3-6 
If Christ is the transformative light of the world, then why isn’t the whole world transformed by God’s 
glory? The bad news is that the “god of this age” has not given up. Rather, this false god is actively 
hindering the Lord’s light from shining in a dark world. Paul himself has faced many obstacles in trying 
to share this light. Indeed, Paul’s exhortation to the church demonstrates that sometimes “those who are 
being saved” also fail to bear witness to that light. As we teach and preach from 2 Corinthians in honor 
of our Lord’s transfiguration, perhaps we should ask ourselves in what ways we might be complicit in 
the veiling of God’s light in our world. Fortunately, God chose us -- the weak and fragile vessels that we 
are (2 Corinthians 4:7) -- to display God’s glory. That glory is transforming us and molding us into 
Christ’s image. The good news is that God’s light will not be overcome by darkness. 
 
National Championship – Working Preacher Commentary 2 Cor. 4:13-5:1 
Amidst real hardships and suffering, Paul expresses hope in God's work to redeem and to transform. The 
threat of hardship would be enough to drive most believers away, but Paul will stop at nothing to be a 
bearer of God's good news.  He knows that the God who is at work in his mortal body is the same God 
who resurrected Jesus from the dead.   It is in this God whom Paul places his unwavering hope. 

 
 



3 Jurgen Moltmann 
 
Round of 32 – The Crucified God 
When God becomes man in Jesus of Nazareth, he not only enters into the finitude of man, but in his 
death on the cross also enters into the situation of man's godforsakenness. In Jesus he does not die the 
natural death of a finite being, but the violent death of the criminal on the cross, the death of complete 
abandonment by God. The suffering in the passion of Jesus is abandonment, rejection by God, his 
Father. God does not become a religion, so that man participates in him by corresponding religious 
thoughts and feelings. God does not become a law, so that man participates in him through obedience to 
a law. God does not become an ideal, so that man achieves community with him through constant 
striving. He humbles himself and takes upon himself the eternal death of the godless and the 
godforsaken, so that all the godless and the godforsaken can experience communion with him.  
 
Sweet 16 – The Church in the Power of the Spirit 
Because of Christ's prevenient and unconditional invitation, the fellowship of the table cannot be 
restricted to people who are 'faithful to the church', or to the 'inner circle' of the community. For it is not 
the feast of the particularly righteous, of the people who think that they are particularly devout; it is the 
feast of the weary and heavy-laden, who have heard the call to refreshment.  
 
Elite Eight – The Crucified God 
God allows himself to be humiliated and crucified in the Son, in order to free the oppressors and the 
oppressed from oppression and to open up to them the situation of free, sympathetic humanity.” God 
became man that dehumanized men might become true men. We become true men in the community of 
the incarnate, the suffering and loving, the human God.  
 
Final Four – Theology of Hope 
That is why faith, wherever it develops into hope, causes not rest but unrest, not patience but impatience. 
It does not calm the unquiet heart, but is itself this unquiet heart in man. Those who hope in Christ can 
no longer put up with reality as it is, but begin to suffer under it, to contradict it. Peace with God means 
conflict with the world, for the goad of the promised future stabs inexorably into the flesh of every 
unfulfilled present.  
 
National Championship – The Source of Life 
Christian faith isn't just a conviction, a feeling and a decision. It invades life so deeply that we have to 
talk about dying and being born again, which is what corresponds to the death and resurrection of Christ. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 – Martin Luther 
 
Round of 32 – Commentary on Romans 
Love is not only pure joy, and delight, but also great and deep heaviness of heart and sorrow. But love 
too is full of joy and sweetness even in bitter sorrow, because it regards the misery and injury of others 
as its own. So also Christ was glowing with burning love in His last and greatest agony. According to St. 
Hilary, it was Christ's greatest joy that He endured the greatest woe. Thus God "giveth strength and 
power unto His people" (Ps. 68:15). While they experience the greatest sorrow, their hearts overflow 
with joy. 
 
Sweet 16  
Next to the word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest treasure in the world. It controls our 
hearts, minds and spirits. A person who does not regard music as a marvelous creation of God does not 
deserve to be called a human being; he should be permitted to hear nothing but the braying of asses and 
the grunting of hogs!”  
 
Elite Eight – Commentary on Romans 
With reference to the elect we might distinguish between three classes. First, there are those who are 
satisfied with God’s will, as it is, and do not murmur against God, but rather believe that they are 
elected. They do not want to be damned. Secondly, there are those who submit to God’s will and are 
satisfied with it in their hearts. At least they desire to be satisfied, if God does not wish to save, but 
reject them. Thirdly, there are those who really are ready to be condemned if God should will this. These 
are cleansed most of all of their own will and carnal wisdom. And these experience the truth of Canticles 
8:6: “Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm: for love is strong as death.” Such love 
is always joined with cross and tribulation, for without it the soul becomes lax, and does not seek after 
God, nor thirst after God, who is the Fountain of Life.” 
 
Final Four  
No one can believe how powerful prayer is and what it can effect, except those who have learned it by 
experience. Whenever I have prayed earnestly, I have been heard and have obtained more than I prayed 
for. God sometimes delays, but He always comes.” 
 
National Championship 
To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing…I have so much 
to do today that I’m going to need to spend 3 hours in prayer in order to be able to get it all done 
 

 
 

 
 
 



5 – Marcus Borg 
 
Round of 32 – Speaking Christian 
My answer, the answer pointed to by this chapter, is that our product is salvation as the twofold 
transformation of ourselves and the world. Moreover, I think most people yearn for this. We yearn for 
the transformation of our lives—for a fuller connection to what is, from liberation to all that keeps us in 
bondage, for sight, for wholeness, for the healing of the wounds of existence. And most of us yearn for a 
world that is a better place. We may have disagreements about how that is to be brought about. But most 
of us yearn for that—for ourselves and our contemporaries, for our children and grandchildren, and for 
the people and world of the future.  
 
Sweet 16 – The God We Never Knew 
The point is not that Jesus was a good guy who accepted everybody, and thus we should do the same 
(though that would be good). Rather, his teachings and behavior reflect an alternative social vision. 
Jesus was not talking about how to be good and how to behave within the framework of a domination 
system. He was a critic of the domination system itself. 
 
Elite Eight – The God We Never Knew 
The Christian life is not about pleasing God the finger-shaker and judge. It is not about believing now or 
being good now for the sake of heaven later. It is about entering a relationship in the present that begins 
to change everything now. Spirituality is about this process: the opening of the heart to the God who is 
already here.  
 
Final Four – The God We Never Knew 
God wills our liberation, our exodus from Egypt. God wills our reconciliation, our return from exile. 
God wills our enlightenment, our seeing. God wills our forgiveness, our release from sin and guilt. God 
wills that we see ourselves as God’s beloved. God wills our resurrection, our passage from death to life. 
God wills for us food and drink that satisfy our hunger and thirst. God wills, comprehensively, our well-
being—not just my well-being as an individual but the well-being of all of us and of the whole of 
creation. In short, God wills our salvation, our healing, here on earth. The Christian life is about 
participating in the salvation of God. 
 
National Championship 
Part of the scandal of American Christianity is that statistically the U.S. is the most Christian country in 
the world, and yet as a country we have the greatest income inequality in the world. And as a country we 
are uncritically committed, not simply to being the most powerful nation in the world militarily, but to 
being as militarily powerful as the rest of the world combined. We Christians live in a tradition that is 
passionate about issues of economic justice and peace and yet at least half of American Christians, 
probably even more, think it’s really important that we be as powerful as the rest of the world put 
together. 
 

 



6 – Pamela Cooper-White  
 
Round of 32 – Cry of Tamar 
We are called by baptism to be reconcilers, that is, restorers of the concilium – the whole community of 
God, called and blessed as God’s children equally precious in God’s sight. We are called to make the 
connections between violence against women and all forms of violence – racism, heterosexism, classism 
and all forms of oppression, all of which serve to maintain structures of power and privilege at the 
expense of the majority of the planet’s people and creatures. 
 
Sweet 16 - Cry of Tamar  
Power-in-community, whether it is a nurturing, caretaking power-for, an interpersonal power-with, or a 
charismatic power with-in, is power authorized by the whole people. Violence against women is not 
only an abuse of an individual person, but a violation of trust and a rupturing of right relation with the 
entire community. 
 
Elite Eight - Cry of Tamar 
Perhaps one of the reasons the church has been slow to take up the issue of violence against women as 
an issue of power is precisely because it has not yet come to terms with – even recognized – the extent 
and the limits of its own power, nor has it yet entered fully into the theological and ethical questions 
pertaining to a nonabusive understanding of power, both human and divine, in the world.  
 
Final Four - Cry of Tamar 
How differently things might have gone for Tamar had she had a community of faith to speak a 
liberating word of hope to her! Faith tells us that what happened to Tamar was a violation, not of her 
father’s property rights and political assets, but a violation of her own personhood. 
 
National Championship - Cry of Tamar 
I believe that our faith tells us that God did not cause Tamar’s suffering. Rather, God suffered with 
Tamar, and although her story is lost to us down through the silence of the historical record, Tamar is 
not lost with God. With God, Tamar is not alone, and she is vindicated for eternity.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 – NT Wright 
 
Round of 32 – Simply Christian 
Made for spirituality, we wallow in introspection. Made for joy, we settle for pleasure. Made for justice, 
we clamor for vengeance. Made for relationship, we insist on our own way. Made for beauty, we are 
satisfied with sentiment. But new creation has already begun. The sun has begun to rise. Christians are 
called to leave behind, in the tomb of Jesus Christ, all that belongs to the brokenness and incompleteness 
of the present world ... That, quite simply, is what it means to be Christian: to follow Jesus Christ into 
the new world, God's new world, which he has thrown open before us. 
 
Sweet 16 – Simply Christian 
The church exists primarily for two closely correlated purposes: to worship God and to work for his 
kingdom in the world ... The church also exists for a third purpose, which serves the other two: to 
encourage one another, to build one another up in faith, to pray with and for one another, to learn from 
one another and teach one another, and to set one another examples to follow, challenges to take up, and 
urgent tasks to perform. This is all part of what is known loosely as fellowship. 
 
Elite Eight – Surprised by Hope 
What you do in the present—by painting, preaching, singing, sewing, praying, teaching, building 
hospitals, digging wells, campaigning for justice, writing poems, caring for the needy, loving your 
neighbor as yourself—will last into God’s future. These activities are not simply ways of making the 
present life a little less beastly, a little more bearable, until the day when we leave it behind altogether. 
They are part of what we may call building for God’s kingdom. 
 
Final Four – Surprised by Hope  
We cannot worship the suffering God today and ignore him tomorrow. We cannot eat and drink the 
body and blood of the passionate and compassionate God today, and then refuse to live passionately and 
compassionately tomorrow. If we say or sing, as we so often do, 'Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit', we thereby commit ourselves, in love, to the work of making his love known to 
the world that still stands so sorely in need of it. This is not the god the world wants. This is the God the 
world needs. 
 
National Championship - Simply Jesus 
Blessings on the poor in spirit! The kingdom of heaven is yours” (Matt. 5:3) doesn’t mean, “You will go 
to heaven when you die.” It means you will be one of those through whom God’s kingdom, heaven’s 
rule, begins to appear on earth as in heaven. The Beatitudes are the agenda for kingdom people. They 
are not simply about how to behave, so that God will do something nice to you. They are about the way 
in which Jesus wants to rule the world. 

 
 
 

 
 



8 – David Bosch 
 
Round of 32 – Transforming Mission 
Rather, Paul's whole argument is that the attractive lifestyle of the small Christian communities gives 
credibility to the missionary outreach in which he and his fellow-workers are involved. The primary 
responsibility of “ordinary” Christians is not to go out and preach, but to support the mission project 
through their appealing conduct and by making “outsides” feel welcome in their midst. 
 
Sweet 16 – Transforming Mission 
The problems facing the wealthy in the post-Easter community are thus obviously not different from 
those facing the rich who encountered Jesus. Zacchaeus and Barnabas become paradigms of what Luke 
expects of wealthy Christians. 
 
Elite Eight – Transforming Mission 
Fourth, in this paradigm the theologian can no longer be “a lonely bird on the rooftop” (Barth 1933:40), 
who surveys and evaluates this world and its agony; he or she can only theologize credibly if it is done 
with those who suffer 
 
Final Four – Transforming Mission 
From the parable of the good Samaritan we know that the neighbor is the one in need who makes a 
demand on me and whom I dare not leave by the roadside. In economic terms, it means that the rich 
members of Luke's community are challenged to give up a significant portion of their wealth, and also to 
perform specific unpleasant actions, such as the issuing of risky loans and the cancelling of debts. All 
this is, of course, also Jubilee language—the idea of the Jubilee indeed permeates Luke's gospel. 
 
National Championship – Transforming Mission 
Today, of course, charity is a bad word in many circles and often seen as the very antithesis of justice. In 
the Old Testament and Judaism it was different (:116), as it still is in Islam. Almsgiving is not something 
that subverts justice and structural change; rather, it is an expression of justice and stands in its service. 
In the Old Testament the two concepts are often synonyms. Almsgiving (eleemosyne) is, furthermore, 
an expression of having mercy (eleos).” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	


