
The Prophets 
 

1 – Martin Luther King Jr.  
 
Round of 32  
I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, 
sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice. I have a 
dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color 
of their skin but by the content of their character. I have a dream today! I have a dream that one day, 
down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor having his lips dripping with the words of 
"interposition" and "nullification" -- one day right there in Alabama little black boys and black girls will 
be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. 
 
Sweet 16 
We must rapidly begin the shift from a "thing-oriented" society to a "person-oriented" society. When 
machines and computers, profit motives and property rights are considered more important than people, 
the giant triplets of racism, materialism, and militarism are incapable of being conquered. 
 
Elite Eight 
I'm concerned about a better world. I'm concerned about justice; I'm concerned about brotherhood; I'm 
concerned about truth. And when one is concerned about that, he can never advocate violence. For 
through violence you may murder a murderer, but you can't murder murder. Through violence you may 
murder a liar, but you can't establish truth. Through violence you may murder a hater, but you can't 
murder hate through violence. Darkness cannot put out darkness; only light can do that 
 
Final Four 
I said to my children, 'I'm going to work and do everything that I can do to see that you get a good 
education. I don't ever want you to forget that there are millions of God's children who will not and 
cannot get a good education, and I don't want you feeling that you are better than they are. For you will 
never be what you ought to be until they are what they ought to be. 
 
National Championship – Letter from Birmingham Jail 
Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of 
mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly. 
 

 
 
 



2 – Julie Clawson 
 
Round of 32 – Everyday Justice 
True worship doesn’t merely involve enacting the cultural rituals of worship or personal piety, but more 
importantly, it involves how we treat others. Worship coupled with exploitation of workers is not 
acceptable to God. Taking care of the needy, and treating others with love and fairness, are central 
attitudes and actions in the type of worship God insists on. 
 
Sweet 16  - Everyday Justice 
To really start effecting change we have to actually start tweaking the way we live. A few of us might be 
ready for the overhaul, but we are all capable of tweaking. All of us can discern where God is leading us 
to alter our lives, to change on thing at a time, taking the time to really understand and get behind our 
actions. Sometimes insisting that the revolution be slow means that it will actually be doable.  
 
Elite Eight - Everyday Justice 
Living justly means understanding the impact of our decisions. It forces us to take a hard look at how 
our everyday choices (what we wear, what we eat, what we drive, etc.) affect others. An important 
aspect of acting justly is to first stop being complicit in injustice…We don’t always opt out of necessary 
system, but we attempt to redeem it as we live by a more consistent ethic. 
 
Final Four - Everyday Justice 
If we purchase items made by underpaid and abused workers, we participate in their exploitation.  
 
National Championship - Everyday Justice 
Jesus knew his people lived under oppression. The Roman military government controlled them and 
occupied their land. Jesus offered a way of peace and love even amidst their lack of freedom. He knew 
his people needed change – a revolution to establish a new way of living. But in his typical upside-down 
fashion, he proposed a revolution more radical than any violent uprising, more subversive than any 
secret army: a revolution of justice guided by his principles of compassion and love.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 – William Wilberforce 
 
Round of 32  
Is it not the great end of religion, and, in particular, the glory of Christianity, to extinguish the malignant 
passions; to curb the violence, to control the appetites, and to smooth the asperities of man; to make us 
compassionate and kind, and forgiving one to another; to make us good husbands, good fathers, good 
friends; and to render us active and useful in the discharge of the relative social and civil duties?  
  
Sweet 16 
Why is it so hard to get people to study the Scriptures? Common sense tells us what revelation 
commands: 'Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God'--'Search the Scriptures'--'Be ready 
to give to every one a reason of the hope that is in you.' These are the words of the inspired writers, and 
these injunctions are confirmed by praising those who obey the admonition. And yet, for all that we 
have the Bible in our houses, we are ignorant of its contents. No wonder that so many Christians know 
so little about what Christ actually taught; no wonder that they are so mistaken about the faith that they 
profess 
 
Elite Eight 
A private faith that does not act in the face of oppression is no faith at all. And speaking about slavery - 
You may choose to look the other way but you can never say again that you did not know. 
 
Final Four 
Great indeed are our opportunities; great also is our responsibility 
 
National Championship 
I am disturbed when I see the majority of so-called Christians having such little understanding of the 
real nature of the faith they profess. Faith is a subject of such importance that we should not ignore it 
because of the distractions or the hectic pace of our lives 

 
 
 
 
 



4) Oscar Romero 
 
Round of 32 – Violence of Love 
When we struggle for human rights, for freedom, for dignity, when we feel that it is a ministry of the 
church to concern itself for those who are hungry, for those who have no schools, for those who are 
deprived, we are not departing from God’s promise. He comes to free us from sin, and the church knows 
that sin’s consequences are all such injustices and abuses. The church knows it is saving the world when 
it undertakes to speak also of such things.  
 
Sweet 16  
A church that does not provoke any crisis, preach a gospel that does not unsettle, proclaim a word of 
God that does not get under anyone's skin or a word of God that does not touch the real sin of the society 
in which it is being proclaimed: what kind of gospel is that? 
 
Elite Eight – Violence of Love 
We have never preached violence, except the violence of love, which left Christ nailed to a cross, the 
violence that we must each do to ourselves to overcome our selfishness and such cruel inequalities 
among us. The violence we preach is not the violence of the sword, the violence of hatred. It is the 
violence of love, of brotherhood, the violence that wills to beat weapons into sickles for work.  
 
Final Four  
Beautiful is the moment in which we understand that we are no more than an instrument of God; we live 
only as long as God wants us to live; we can only do as much as God makes us able to do; we are only 
as intelligent as God would have us be. 
 
National Championship – Violence of Love 
For the church, the many abuses of human life, liberty, and dignity are a heartfelt suffering. The church, 
entrusted with the earth’s glory, believes that in each person is the Creator’s image and that everyone 
who tramples it offends God. As holy defender of God’s rights and of his images, the church must cry 
out. It takes as spittle in its face, as lashes on its back, as the cross in its passion, all that human beings 
suffer, even though they be unbelievers. They suffer as God’s images. There is no dichotomy between 
man and God’s image. Whoever tortures a human being, whoever abuses a human being, whoever 
outrages a human being abuses God’s image, and the church takes as its own that cross, that martyrdom. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



5 – Yolanda Pierce 
 
Round of 32 – Sojo.net A Theology for Grieving People 
Criminals, murderers, thieves, and enemies of the state were among those crucified — those who were outcasts 
and outsiders of the larger society. Our nation is cruelly indifferent to those who are not “perfect” victims. Even 
when black men and women are not victims of state-sanctioned executions, they are killed again and again 
through character assassination. We shame and diminish victims, combing their school records, medical reports, 
and personal backgrounds to damage their characters, hoping that if we diminish them enough, their lives will not 
matter. But black lives, imperfect as they may be, are still made in the image and likeness of God. We must 
mourn when they are lost.   
 
Sweet 16 - Sojo.net A Theology for Grieving People 
Spaces are necessary where one can grieve without shame or interference. African Americans are often rushed — 
by cultural, political, and theological forces — to quickly forgive those who trespass against us. We are rushed to 
the space of forgiveness and healing before we can even bury the dead or evaluate the scope of our loss. But the 
cross reminds us that we cannot quickly race to Resurrection Sunday; we must sit with the pain of Friday’s 
crucifixion and with Saturday’s silence. There must be room for rage and anger and despair. There must be room 
to ask about being forsaken and abandoned. There must be room to question if black lives really matter to God. – 
 
Elite Eight - Sojo.net A Theology for Grieving People 
Even as the disciples of Jesus grieved at the foot of the cross, they understood there was work to be done. The 
work of justice is deeply political and requires an engagement in this present world. With tears in our eyes, we are 
called to march, rally, petition, sing, dance, create art, and use whatever gifts and talents we possess for the work 
of justice. The work of justice is deeply theological. Our church communities must foster a faith that gives people 
room to grow, to stretch, and to ask the tough questions. A grieving people need a theology for such a time as this, 
a theology that speaks to this present age. White churches, in particular, must end their silence and address the 
pain of grieving black lives, because the work of justice is collective. Even if you cannot possible understand all 
the reasons for our pain, you can come alongside a grieving people in love, humility, and solidarity.  
 
Final Four - Sojo.net A Theology for Grieving People 
The question the church must ask itself: Is our theology expansive enough to address the world in which we 
actually live, or are we one year, 10 years, or even 50 years behind the times? Our willingness within our 
churches to declare, emphatically and categorically, that “black lives matter,” is just one necessary step in healing 
the wounds of a grieving people. 
 
National Championship - Sojo.net A Theology for Grieving People 
My tears started while I was sitting in a coffee shop, and they refused to stop. I gathered my laptop and purse, 
hurried back to the car, and sat quietly, expecting the flow to cease. And yet, tears were in my eyes on the way 
back home and tears stayed with me throughout the day. I have been grieving for a well over a year; grieving for 
Sanford, Fla;. for Ferguson, Mo.; for Charleston, S.C.; for Cleveland, Ohio; and for countless other cities. I am 
grieving for a world that I know, irrefutably, does not value black lives — a world that does not value my life. 
The Christian is promised that although weeping may endure for a night, joy will eventually come in the morning. 
But we are never told how long that night will be or how long our season of grief may last. Your theology and 
your faith are shaped as much by those seasons of grief as they are by glimpses of a joyful morning. 

	



	
6 – Pope Francis 
 
Round of 32 
It hurts me when I see a priest or nun with the latest-model car. You can’t do this. A car is necessary to 
do a lot of work, but, please, choose a more humble one. If you like the fancy one, just think about how 
many children are dying of hunger in the world. 
 
Sweet 16  
We need saints without cassocks, without veils - we need saints with jeans and tennis shoes. We need 
saints that go to the movies that listen to music, that hang out with their friends (...) We need saints that 
drink Coca-Cola, that eat hot dogs, that surf the internet and that listen to their iPods. We need saints 
that love the Eucharist, that are not afraid or embarrassed to eat a pizza or drink a beer with their friends. 
We need saints who love the movies, dance, sports, theatre. We need saints that are open, sociable, 
normal, happy companions. We need saints who are in this world and who know how to enjoy the best 
in this world without being callous or mundane. We need saints 
 
Elite Eight 
I prefer a church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a 
church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” 
 
Final Four 
Even if the life of a person has been a disaster, even if it is destroyed by vices, drugs, or anything else—
God is in this person’s life. You can, you must try to seek God in every human life. Although the life of 
a person is a land full of thorns and weeds, there is always a space in which the good seed can grow. 
You have to trust God 
 
National Championship 
Not to share one’s wealth with the poor is to steal from them and to take away their livelihood. It is not 
our own goods which we hold, but theirs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



7 – Frederick Douglas 
 
Round of 32 
The American people have this to learn: that where justice is denied, where poverty is enforced, where 
ignorance prevails, and where any one class is made to feel that society is an organized conspiracy to 
oppress, rob, and degrade them, neither person nor property is safe. 
 
Sweet 16 – Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglas 
I love the pure, peaceable, and impartial Christianity of Christ; I therefore hatethe corrupt, slaveholding, 
women-whipping, cradle-plundering, partial, and hypocritical Christianity of this land. Indeed, I can see 
no reason, but the most deceitful one, for calling the religion of this land Christianity. I look upon it as 
the climax of all misnomers, the boldest of all frauds, and the grossest of all libels.” 
 
Elite Eight 
Slaves sing most when they are most unhappy. The songs of the slave represent the sorrows of his heart; 
and he is relieved by them, only as an aching heart is relieved by its tears 
 
Final Four 
The Christianity of America is a Christianity, of whose votaries it may be as truly said, as it was of the 
ancient scribes and Pharisees, 'They bind heavy burdens, and grievous to be borne, and lay them on 
men's shoulders, but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. 
 
National Championship – Life and Times of Frederick Douglas 
Men who live by robbing their fellow men of their labor and liberty have forfeited their right to know 
anything of the thoughts, feelings, or purposes of those whom they rob and plunder. They have by the 
single act of slaveholding voluntarily placed themselves beyond the laws of justice and honor, and have 
become only fitted for companionship with thieves and pirates - the common enemies of God and of all 
mankind. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



8 – Desmond Tutu 
 
Round of 32 
If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor. If an elephant has 
its foot on the tail of a mouse, and you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your 
neutrality. 
 
Sweet 16 
Forgiving and being reconciled to our enemies or our loved ones are not about pretending that things are 
other than they are. It is not about patting one another on the back and turning a blind eye to the wrong. 
True reconciliation exposes the awfulness, the abuse, the hurt, the truth. It could even sometimes make 
things worse. It is a risky undertaking but in the end it is worthwhile, because in the end only an honest 
confrontation with reality can bring real healing. Superficial reconciliation can bring only superficial 
healing.  
 
Elite Eight 
We are made for goodness. We are made for love. We are made for friendliness. We are made for 
togetherness. We are made for all of the beautiful things that you and I know. We are made to tell the 
world that there are no outsiders. All are welcome: black, white, red, yellow, rich, poor, educated, not 
educated, male, female, gay, straight, all, all, all. We all belong to this family, this human family, God's 
family.  
 
Final Four 
Dear Child of God, I write these words because we all experience sadness, we all come at times to 
despair, and we all lose hope that the suffering in our lives and in the world will ever end. I want to 
share with you my faith and my understanding that this suffering can be transformed and redeemed. 
There is no such thing as a totally hopeless case. Our God is an expert at dealing with chaos, with 
brokenness, with all the worst that we can imagine. God created order out of disorder, cosmos out of 
chaos, and God can do so always, can do so now--in our personal lives and in our lives as nations, 
globally. ... Indeed, God is transforming the world now--through us--because God loves us 
 
National Championship 
If you want to keep people subjugated, the last thing you place in their hands is a Bible. There's nothing 
more radical, nothing more revolutionary, nothing more subversive against injustice and oppression than 
the Bible. 
 

	


