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1) Martin Luther King Jr 

Martin Luther King was a pastor, author, social activist, and leader of the Civil Rights 

Movement. He worked tirelessly to end legal racial segregation in the U.S. He 

received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. He was assassinated in 1968 because of his 

commitment to justice and God’s kingdom. He has inspired millions and his teachings 

are still relevant to our world today. The Letter from the Birmingham Jail and the ‘I 

Have A Dream’ speech are two of his most well known writings/speeches. 

2) Julie Clawson 

Clawson is a writer and activist. Her book Everyday Justice: The Global Impact of Our 

Daily Choices has helped everyday, ordinary people look at how our daily decisions 

are a part of social injustices. She teaches how issues such as coffee, chocolate, 

clothes, gasoline, debt, waste and more play roles in oppressive systems. Inspired by 

her faith in Christ, she teaches us how to live justly everyday and to rethink our daily 

habits so that our lives become more ethical and faithful.  

3) William Wilberforce 

Wilberforce was a deeply religious English member of parliament and social 

reformer who was very influential in the abolition of the slave trade and eventually 

slavery itself in the British Empire in the 1700-1800s. It was his Christian faith that 

prompted him to be interested and active in social reform. He was interested in 

improving factory conditions, and worked to provide all children with regular 

education, personal hygiene and religion. He was also closely involved with the 

society for prevention of animal cruelty.  

4) Oscar Romero  

As archbishop in El Salvador, he witnessed numerous violations of human rights and 

began a ministry speaking out on behalf of the poor and victims of the country's civil 

war. Chosen to be archbishop for his conservatism, once in office his conscience led 

him to embrace a non-violent form of liberation theology, putting him in the line of 

Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King. Like them, he was martyred for his non-

violent advocacy. In 1980, he was assassinated by gunshot shortly after his homily. 

His death provoked international outcry for human rights reform in El Salvador. 

The Prophets 
The Prophets are the justice seekers, seeking to right the wrongs of our world. They speak truth to 

power in the name of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They give their lives advocating for the poor, to rescue 

those who are oppressed, to restore dignity to those who are marginalized and to lead the church to live 

justly in our everyday lives 
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5) Yolanda Pierce  

Pierce is Associate Professor of African American Religion and Literature, and 

director of the Center for Black Church Studies at Princeton Theological Seminary. 

Her area of research lies in African American literature and culture (spiritual and 

slave narratives, memoirs, and autobiographies), religious studies (contemporary 

Black theology), and 19th-century American literature (race and religion in 

antebellum America). She teaches courses in African American religious history, 

womanist theology, and literature and religion.   

6) Pope Francis  

Jorge Mario Bergoglio was elected the 266th pope of the Roman Catholic Church in 

March 2013, becoming Pope Francis. He is the first pope from the Americas. He has 

been a staunch advocate for the poor, the environment and for justice. He has been 

called the people’s pope for his willingness to be among the people. He has washed 

the feet of inmates, would rather be with the homeless than the powerful, and touches 

those considered untouchable.  

7) Fredrick Douglas  

Famed 19th-century author and orator Frederick Douglass was an eminent human 

rights leader in the anti-slavery movement and the first African-American citizen to 

hold a high U.S. government rank. He was born into slavery. He became one of the 

most famous intellectuals of his time, advising presidents and lecturing to thousands 

on a range of causes, including women’s issues. When he was a slave he taught other 

slaves to read the New Testament. He one is of the most well known abolitionists that 

there was.  

8) Desmond Tutu 

Tutu is a South African social rights activist and retired Anglican bishop who became 

well known during his opposition to apartheid. He was the general secretary of the 

South African Council of Churches and has always been a leading voice for social 

change and justice. He received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1984 for his work. He 

continues to be an inspiration and voice for those who are oppressed and continues to 

believe in the power for humans to do good.  

The Prophets 
The Prophets are the justice seekers, seeking to right the wrongs of our world. They speak truth to 

power in the name of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They give their lives advocating for the poor, to rescue 

those who are oppressed, to restore dignity to those who are marginalized and to lead the church to live 

justly in our everyday lives 
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1) John Wesley 

Along with his brother Charles, John Wesley founded Methodism in the 1700s. He was 

a pastor, evangelist, organizer, philanthropist, writer, preacher, and social reformer. 

He preached and lived holiness of heart and life. He was dedicated to spiritual 

disciplines. He started schools for children who were poor. Visited the sick and those 

in prison. He gave most of his money away. His theology is the foundation for many 

denominations and Christians around the world today.  

2) Nadia Bolz-Weber 

Nadia Bolz-Weber is the founding pastor of House for All Sinners and Saints in 

Denver. They are an urban liturgical community with a progressive yet deeply rooted 

theological imagination. She is the author of several New York Times best selling 

books. People don’t often believe she is an ordained pastor because of her many 

tattoos and the fact that she swears like a truck driver. She is a former stand up comic 

and now has become a leading voice in pastoral theology. 

3) Bruce Epperly 

Epperly is a theologian, pastor, professor, spiritual guide, author and recognized 

leader in lay and pastoral faith formation. He has served in multiple seminaries and 

chaplaincy roles, and currently is a pastor in Centerville, MA. He has written 34 books 

in the areas of theology, spirituality, ministerial excellence and spiritual formation, 

scripture, and healing and wholeness. He is one of the main Christian theologians 

who teaches process theology 

4) Minerva Garza Carcano 

Bishop Carcano became the first Hispanic woman to be elected bishop in the United 

Methodist Church. She is the official spokesperson for the UMC Council of Bishops on 

issues of immigration. She has a long history of committed involvement in ministries 

with immigrants and refugees. She has helped congregations be involved in 

community organizing for social justice and has served with the General Boards of 

Global Ministry and Church and Society and the UM Publishing House. 

The Pastors 
The pastors are ones who work weekly with people as a shepherd, to care for souls, to welcome all people into 

God’s love, to lead a church into missional witness, to teach the good news of Jesus Christ and the kingdom of God, 

to journey with people, to lead the church in social action, and to lead the church in prayer and spiritual disciplines. 

These pastors are dedicated, creative thinkers, who care deeply for their parishioners, the community, and for the 

global church 
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5) William Willimon 

Bishop Willimon served as dean of Duke Chapel and Professor of Christian Ministry at 

Duke University for 20 years. Before that he was a pastor, and after his time at Duke 

he spent 8 years as a UM Bishop. He has written over 60 books and was named as one 

of the Twelve Most Effective Preachers in the English Speaking world by a study from 

Baylor University and was the second most widely read author by mainline Protestant 

pastors.  

6) Barbara Brown Taylor 

Barbara Brown Taylor is a New York Times best-selling author, professor, and 

Episcopal priest. Her first memoir, Leaving Church, won a 2006 Author of the Year 

award from the Georgia Writers Association. Her last book, Learning to Walk in the 

Dark, was featured in TIME magazine. She has served on the faculty of Piedmont 

College since 1998 as the Butman Professor of Religion & Philosophy and has been a 

guest lecturer at Emory, Duke, Princeton, and Yale. 

7) Henri Nouwen 

The internationally renowned priest and author, respected professor and beloved 

pastor Henri Nouwen wrote over 40 books on the spiritual life. He taught at the 

University of Notre Dame, and the Divinity Schools of Yale and Harvard. For several 

months during the 1970s, Nouwen lived and worked with the Trappist monks in the 

Abbey of the Genesee, and in the early 1980s he lived with the poor in Peru. In 1985 

he was called to join L’Arche in Trosly, France, the first of over 100 communities 

founded by Jean Vanier where people with developmental disabilities live with 

assistants 

8) Rueben P. Job 

Job was a bishop, pastor and author. Through his writing he has shared spiritual 

disciplines for living in the Wesleyan way. In his work he helped people deal with 

death. He was committed to spirituality. He wrote over 20 books and he chaired they 

Hymnal Revision Committee, which produced the hymn that we currently have today. 

In short, he helped shape the church’s understanding of Wesleyan teachings and 

influenced what congregations sing at worship.  

The Pastors 
The pastors are ones who work weekly with people as a shepherd, to care for souls, to welcome all people into 

God’s love, to lead a church into missional witness, to teach the good news of Jesus Christ and the kingdom of God, 

to journey with people, to lead the church in social action, and to lead the church in prayer and spiritual disciplines. 

These pastors are dedicated, creative thinkers, who care deeply for their parishioners, the community, and for the 

global church 
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1) Dorothy Bass 

Dorothy C. Bass directs the Valparaiso Project on the Education and Formation of 

People in Faith (www.practicingourfaith.org), a collaborative ecumenical effort to 
help contemporary people live the Christian faith with vitality and integrity in 
changing times. After editing Practicing Our Faith: A Way of Life for a Searching 
People, she gathered groups of authors, including young adults, to craft two 

more books about the practices that shape faithful living: Way to Live: Christian 
Practices for Teens and On Our Way: Christian Practices for Living a Whole Life. 

2) Thomas Merton 

Thomas Merton (1915-1968) was a writer and Trappist monk at Our Lady of 

Gethsemani Abbey in Kentucky. His writings include such classics as The Seven 

Storey Mountain, New Seeds of Contemplation, and Zen and the Birds of Appetite. 

Merton is the author of more than seventy books that include poetry, personal 

journals, collections of letters, social criticism, and writings on peace, justice, and 

ecumenism. He is one considered to be one of the most influential American Catholic 

authors in the 20th century.  

3) Brother Lawrence 

Brother Lawrence is one of the most admired and imitated sons of the Catholic Church. His 

classic Christian work, Practice of the Presence of God, details how to gain that constant and 

comforting connection to God. Readers have treasured this short and easy book for centuries 

because of Lawrence's honest advice and his obvious passion for spiritual matters. He rejoiced 

in everyday tasks, prayed constantly, and was known around the monastery for his kindness and 

willingness to help others. Practice of the Presence of God is a creative Christian work that is 

required reading according to many Christians. Readers will come away with great peace and 

joy, and a better understanding of what it means to constantly be in God's presence. (ccel.org) 

4) Howard Thurman 

Thurman was an influential African-American author, philosopher, theologian, 

education and civil rights leader. He was the first black dean of Marsh Chapel at 

Boston University and co-founder of the Church for the Fellowship of All Peoples in 

San Francisco, California, the first inter-racially co-pastored church in America. His 

book, Jesus and the Disinherited, was a striking social critique of racial segregation as 

guided by the principles of the New Testament.  

The Contemplatives 
Contemplatives are deep thinkers. They are devoted to prayer and spiritual disciplines. They are deeply in tune 

with the Spirit of God and help us have deeper understandings of prayer, faith, theology and spirituality. They help 

us to slow down, to reflect and to contemplate the meaning of scripture, the way God is at work in the world, and 

how we can better attune and order our lives to be more in sync with the Holy Spirit.  
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5) Michel Quoist 

Quoist was a French Catholic priest and scholar. His 1956 text Prayers of Life (written 

when he was 33) reads like conversations between us and God, touching on the most 

basic and gritty elements of every day life rather than being lost in lofty, intangible 

spiritual ether. From a working class background, Quoist spent much of his early 

pastoral career as a youth chaplain and he remained committed to working with 

youth and young adults throughout his life as a priest. 

6) Majorie Thompson 

Rev. Thompson brings to her ministry over 25 years of experience in retreat work, 

teaching, and writing in the area of Christian spiritual formation. For 12 years she 

served as director of Pathways in Congregational Spirituality with Upper Room 

Ministries. The author of Soul Feast: An Invitation to the Christian Spiritual Life and 

Family, the Forming Center she considers writing a central dimension of her calling 

as an ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church (USA). She has served two 

congregations in pastoral ministry, and as adjunct faculty for six seminaries 

7) Elaine Heath 

Dr. Heath is Professor of Evangelism at Perkins School of Theology. Her work 

integrates systematic, pastoral, biblical and spiritual theology to constructively 

bridge the gap between academy and church, opening a path for missional 

emergence in both arenas. Central themes in Elaine’s theology include the wisdom of 

the great saints and mystics, the healing power of the gospel of Jesus, the church as 

God’s missional community of faith, and the centrality of the Holy Spirit in prayer, 

discernment and ministry. 

8) Ted Loder 

Rev. Loder served 38 years as pastor of FUMC of Germantown in Philadelphia. He led 

the church to the forefront of artistic endeavors, political activism, and social justice. 

He marched with MLK during the 60’s and co-founded a job-training program for high 

school dropouts. His blend of scholarship and creativity seek to refresh our openness 

to hard questions, to change, to relevance to justice and to joy.  

The Contemplatives 
Contemplatives are deep thinkers. They are devoted to prayer and spiritual disciplines. They are deeply in tune 

with the Spirit of God and help us have deeper understandings of prayer, faith, theology and spirituality. They help 

us to slow down, to reflect and to contemplate the meaning of scripture, the way God is at work in the world, and 

how we can better attune and order our lives to be more in sync with the Holy Spirit.  
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1) Walter Brueggemann 

Dr. Brueggemann is one of the world’s most renowned scholars on the Hebrew Bible 

(the Old Testament). He is the author of over 100 books and numerous scholarly 

articles. He has served as a faculty member at Eden Theological Seminary (1961-

1986) and Columbia Theological Seminary (1986-2003), where he is currently 

professor emeritus of the Old Testament. He is most well known for his book The 

Prophetic Imagination and for his work on the Psalms. He is an ordained UCC 

minister. 

2) Carla Works 

Dr. Works is Assistant Professor of New Testament at Wesley Theological Seminary. 

She has studied at Princeton and Yale and much of her research focuses on Paul, the 

NT’s use of Israel’s scriptures, biblical ethics, and theological interpretation. She is a 

student favorite at her seminary and is the author of the book The Church in the 

Wilderness: Paul’s Use of Exodus Traditions in 1st Corinthians  

3) Jurgen Moltmann 

Moltmann is a German theologian and Professor Emeritus of Systematic Theology at 

the University of Tübingen, Germany. He is most noted as a proponent of his 

"theology of hope" and for his incorporation of insights from liberation theology and 

ecology into mainstream trinitarian theology. His writing on The Crucified God has 

shaped new understandings of atonement by seeing Christ’s death on the cross as an 

ultimate act of God’s solidarity with humanity.  

4) Martin Luther 

Luther is one of the most well known theologians in Christian history. He is 

responsible for initiating the Protestant Reformation where people split from the 

Catholic church over certain beliefs and practices. Luther is perhaps most well known 

for his 95-Thesis, which provided 95 statements that were nailed on a church door to 

state his critique and challenge of the church 

The Theologians 
Theologians are people who devote their lives to scholarship. They study scripture and theology in it’s original 

context to help us understand the lives of the biblical people and what message scripture has for us today. 

Theologians help us think deeply and critically about issues of faith, scripture, theology and every day life. Their 

work helps us grow in our knowledge and understanding of the triune God. Their work is so important to our faith 

development. 
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5) Marcus Borg 

Borg is a renowned New Testament scholar, theologian and author. He is one of the 

most widely known and influential voices in progressive Christianity. His work 

primarily focuses on what it means to be Christian, which, is through Christ, our lives 

our transformed and we work for a transformed world. He has written 21 books and 

taught for 28 years at Oregon State University.  

6) Pamela Cooper-White 

Dr. Cooper-White has 2 PhDs and currently teaches at Union Theological Seminary in 

NYC. She specializes in pastoral care and counseling. She has written about pastoral 

theology, postmodernism and feminist theology. Her book Cry of Tamar: Violence 

Against Women and the Church’s Response won the 1995 Top Ten Books Award from 

the Academy of Parish Clergy. Her work in pastoral care also plays out in the clinical 

world of social work.  

7) NT Wright 

NT Wright is one of the leading voices and scholars on the New Testament in the 

world. He is former Bishop of Durham in the Church of England. He has written over 

50 books. Some of his most well known books are: Surprised by Hope: Rethinking 

Heaven, the Resurrection and the Mission of the Church; and Simply Jesus: A New Vision 

of Who He Was, What He Did and Why He Matters.  

8) David Bosch 

Bosch was an influential theologian and missiologist. He was a professor and head of 

the department of missiology at the University of South Africa. His renowned book 

Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission is known by any student 

who studies the theology of mission. On April 27, 2013, over 20 years after his death, 

he received the Order of Baobab by the President of South Africa for “his selfless 

struggle for equality and his dedication to community upliftment. By doing so, he 

lived the values of non-racialism against the mainstream of his own culture.” 

The Theologians 
Theologians are people who devote their lives to scholarship. They study scripture and theology in it’s original 

context to help us understand the lives of the biblical people and what message scripture has for us today. 

Theologians help us think deeply and critically about issues of faith, scripture, theology and every day life. Their 

work helps us grow in our knowledge and understanding of the triune God. Their work is so important to our faith 

development. 


