
 

Local Businesses and Restaurants 
Local businesses and restaurants are central places in the community for 
people to gather, enjoy a meal with friends, provide jobs, and help people 
connect through common interests. It’s an important part of our 
community 

Prayers: 1) for the building of trust and community between businesses and 
their employees and the people of the city; 2) Pray for just treatment and 
fair & livable wages to all employees.; 3)Pray these places offer space for 
people to come together and share life; 4) Pray for those who work at 
night, clean the buildings, do the jobs most people don’t want to do and 
who are often forgotten 

The Way We Live 
The work of serving, living compassionately, sacrificing our own 
wants for the well being of others, praying, giving financially, giving 
our time, advocating for just laws and practices to all people are not 
nice suggestions or something to get around to if we can, but these 
are ways faithful Christians practice biblical obedience. We do these 
things because this is the way Christians live in the world.  
 
We begin this new year in the youth ministry through this prayer 
journey as a way of centering and preparing for how God will lead 
us to be in ministry this year. And let us remember to not stop at 
prayer, but to let prayer shape the way we live so that together 
with the Spirit we become the answers to these prayers. 
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Welcome to a Prayer Journey Through Our Community 
This is an invitation to journey through our community in prayer and 
missional discernment. The local churched is defined by the UMC as a 
strategic base from which Christians move out to the structures of 
society…Therefore, the local church is to minister to persons in the community 
where the church is located…to cooperate in ministry with other local 
churches…and to participate in the worldwide mission of the church.” 

The work of the church is to move out of the building into all the world. So 
as we journey throughout our community let us do so in a spirit of learning 
and discerning how God is calling us to be in ministry to the places and 
people that our stops represent.  

The Schools – Caring for Youth 
As we stop at Fairfax HS we are reminded of our calling to minister to 
and with all teenagers and families in our community and world. We are 
reminded of the many challenges teens face and also the great possibilities 
that exist in their lives for them to make a difference. We are reminded 
of our heart and passion to care for teens and to journey with them. 
 
Pray for: 1) youth who are bullied and excluded, 2) youth who are cutting, 
facing depression, feel left out, contemplating suicide, 3) pray we can be a 
place of comfort, hope and community for them and all teens, 4) pray for 
teens to find rest, purpose and meaning through Christ.  
 The Court and Prisons – Ministry of Solidarity 
“I was in prison and you visited me” these words of Jesus show us that 
caring for prisoners is part of the heartbeat for the Christian church. 

Stopping at the court house reminds us that many people’s lives are deeply 
affected by what happens here.  

Pray for those in prison – 1) pray for healing in their lives, for fair 
treatment, for visits from the Church, for opportunities to build a new life. 
2) Pray for the family members of the imprisoned. Pray for the church to 
surround them with care and support. 3) Pray for victims of violence and 
crime, that the church can live in solidarity with them 

Lamb Center – Ending Homelessness 
Fairfax UMC partners with the Lamb Center and reminds us of our 
biblical mandate to care for, serve and advocate for the poor. Jesus tells 
us that the way we treat the poor, the hungry, the cold, the sick, the 
naked, and the imprisoned is the way we treat Christ himself. Over 3000 
people experience homelessness daily in Fairfax County and more than 
500,000 face homelessness in our country, not to mention those who are 
at-risk for becoming homeless. The church can’t stand idly by. 

Pray for: 1) more affordable housing; 2) for organizations helping those 
who are homeless, 3) for those who are homeless to have community and 
provision of all needs, 4) pray that we will strive to live simply so as to 
give more for those who are without 

The Parks – Care for the Environment 
The parks are reminders of God’s creation. Water offers life. Trees offer 
breath and shade. The open fields offer a place for people to gather. The 
stars give us light. The earth sustains our lives. Its important we live as 
faithful stewards of the environment God has given us. Yet, we know that 
our environment is in great need of care and restoration.  

Prayers: 1) Offer God thanks and gratitude of the many gifts of the planet 
and the ways it sustains our living. It is our home. 2) Offer confession and 
ask for forgiveness for the ways we contribute to the ruin of our planet; 
3) Ask God for wisdom for us and our leaders to be faithful stewards of 
the earth 


