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STUDENT LEADERSHIP TRAINING

 [ Leaders Look Back  ]
“When you’re studying for a 
test, what are some things you 
do to memorize the material?”

“Can you remember what 
presents you got for 

Christmas two years ago?  
What were they?”

Answer:

Answer:

WHAT THE BIBLE HAS TO SAY

In leadership there are a lot of starts and stops. Projects are finished, teams change, roles are reas-
signed, and we move on—that’s just the way life (and leadership) is. While leaders should defi-
nitely look forward, casting vision for the future, there’s just as much value in looking backwards. 
Great leaders remember the good and the bad. But most importantly, they remember the things 
that will change the way they lead in the future.

God wants us to remember. The Bible is full of people telling us to remember what God has done. 
When we remember the awesome things he’s done in the past, our faith in the present changes. 
Things don’t go well when we forget about God, so it’s worth setting up a reminder, like Josh-
ua did right after God did something huge in his life. You’ve probably heard the story of Moses 
parting the Red Sea. Joshua experienced something similar. He led the Israelites across the Jordan 
River during flood season. Again, the waters parted. Again they walked across on dry land. Again, 
God did a miracle, something worth remembering (especially since they had just stepped foot into 
a warzone). Things were about to get harder, not easier, so God wanted them to remember his 
promises and his power. 

Take a look at Joshua 4:1–9 and answer the following questions.
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Why was this event worth remembering?
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

How would remembering this event make a difference for those Israelites later on? For the next genera-
tion? For people today?
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What has God done in your own life that is worth remembering? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How can remembering what God has done make a difference in your life today? In the next year? Ten 
years from now?
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

A SECOND LOOK

Have you ever heard the phrase, “Hindsight is 20/20?” People usually say it when they’re frustrated 
by the outcome of their decision. “I never would have volunteered for that project if I had known 
___________.” Or “I wish I would have done __________ instead of __________.” It’s easy to look 
backwards on the things we regret and wish we could change. Sometimes we get in the habit of 
mulling it over and over again in our heads, driving us crazy even though we can’t do anything 
about it.

Leaders use hindsight differently. Leaders look at the road behind them in order to navigate what’s 
ahead. The failures, when remembered, tell us what we need at the next crossroad. The relation-
ships, when remembered, teach us how to communicate with new people who will enter our jour-
ney. The wins, when remembered, give us confidence to take appropriate risks. 

Take some time to go through the Live It Out - Packing List on a separate handout.
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Be specific:
What are you going to do?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

When are you going to do it?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 

Is there someone who can keep you accountable?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

APPLY IT 

What reminders can 
you set for yourself to 
help you remember the 
milestones of your faith 
and leadership journey?

PARTING THOUGHT

“Pondering the past is often the best way of providing for the future.” -Thomas V. Moore
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