
 

Check Out The New Parent Blog!!! 
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Youth Ministry Newsletter 
of Fairfax United Methodist Church 

Change in Monthly Newsletters 

This newsletter is going to be our last monthly newsletter. 
These newsletters will continue to be provided by on a bi-
monthly or quarterly basis. I hope these newsletters have been 
helpful to you and hope that you will check out the new parent 
blog and the youth blog to continue receiving helpful resources 
for your spiritual journey. On the left side of this page you will 
find all the great resources that this newsletter points you 
towards!  

S U M M E R  2 0 1 6  

A Look Inside 
These newsletters have been offered 
each month because we deeply care 
about your spiritual formation, as 
youth and as parents. Our hope is that 
these newsletters offer meaningful 
ways that you as a family can have 
deep conversations and find practical 
and theologically grounded ways of 
growing in your faith. Our hope is to 
point you to organizations, writers, 
and opportunities that are available to 
help you have a faith that is a grand 
adventure. 

This month’s newsletter offers ways 
you can join with Christians around 
the world in shared ministry, 
resources for deeper biblical 
engagement, theology blogs, advocacy 
campaigns to join, online courses for 
spiritual development, and a look 
ahead to the youth group in the fall. 
May this newsletter be a blessing and 
a guide for you. 

Check out our new parent blog! This is a way we can offer more 
resources to you. There are weekly blog posts, newsletters, prayer 
resources, parent tips, information about youth culture, Ebooks 
and much more! It is all for you as a free resource to encourage 
you and equip you, especially in helping your kids/youth develop 
life long faith. https://fumcparentblog.wordpress.com  

https://fumcparentblog.wordpress.com/
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Ecumenical Opportunities  
On this page you will see opportunities for how 

you can join with Christians of different 
traditions from the US and around the world to 
come together in prayer, ministry, and justice. 

World Council of Churches  

The World Council of Churches represents more than 500 
million Christians around the world, striving for Christian 
unity. You can join their work by joining a pilgrimage of 
Justice and Peace, work to protect the rights of children, 
participating in theological education/formation and so much 
more.  

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle – Prayers for 
the Nations 
 
The World Council of Churches also invites us into their 
ecumenical prayer cycle. Each week a few countries are 
highlighted for prayer from the global Christian community. 
Join with our global Christian family to blanket this world in 
prayers.   

 

National Council of Churches 
 
The National Council of Churches is a community of 
many Christian communions in the U.S., who in the 
name of Christian unity, work towards a world that 
God envisions. You can join their action and advocacy 
networks around the issues of eco-justice, ending 
poverty, racial justice, and women’s ministries.  

Ecumenical Advocacy Days 
 Ecumenical Advocacy Days is a movement where 
Christians of many different faith expressions come together 
to learn, pray and advocate for justice and social change. 
The event happens each year in DC and in the past they 
have focused on issues of: mass incarceration, building 
peace, food justice, immigrants and refugees, climate change 
and more. Watch videos from this past year’s EAD event 
and see how you can join in next years event to join with 
other Christians and call congress to enact laws that create a 
more just society. The event usually happens in April.  

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/pilgrimage-of-justice-and-peace
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/pilgrimage-of-justice-and-peace
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/prayer-cycle
http://nationalcouncilofchurches.us/
http://advocacydays.org/
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Resources for Theological Engagement 

Enter the Bible 
Enter the Bible is a free resource from Luther Seminary 
that offers a wealth of knowledge about scripture. They 
offer summaries, background, and theological themes 
for each book of scripture, as well as maps, images, and 
videos. This is a great place to grow in your 
understanding and appreciation of scripture 

Shalem Institute for Spiritual Formation 
 Shalem is grounded in Christian contemplative 
spirituality. It the midst of a chaotic world, Shalem 
invites you to be rooted in prayer, to be spiritually 
discerning, and to be responsive to God. They offer 
both long term and short-term programs aimed at 
deepening and sustaining your faith. 

Academy for Spiritual Formation 
The ASF comes from Upper Room Ministries and is 
for those who are spiritually hungry. It combines 
academic learning with experience in spiritual 
disciplines and community. They offer programs from 
5 days to 2 years. Check out their website to see if this 
is something for you! 

New Testament Gateway and 
Working Preacher 
The New Testament Gateway is an online directory of academic 
resources on the New Testament. It offers a ton of information to 
help you learn more about the writings and meanings of the New 
Testament.  

You don’t need to be a preacher or pastor to use Working 
Preacher. This website offers theological reflections and meaning 
for each week’s 4 Revised Common Lectionary texts. All the 
writings come from theologians and professors.  

This page offers your online resources to help you grow in 
your biblical knowledge and exploration, as well as ways you 
can connect with others, retreat and partake in meaningful 
spiritual journeys to nourish and awaken your soul 

http://www.enterthebible.org/
http://shalem.org/
http://shalem.org/
http://academy.upperroom.org/
http://academy.upperroom.org/
http://www.ntgateway.com/
https://www.workingpreacher.org/
https://www.workingpreacher.org/
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/
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A Look at What’s To Come – Fall 2016 

action, education and rest as we immerse 
ourselves in retreat, and experiential learning.  

Outreach – though we are not certain how this 
will look yet, we are discerning how we can 
connect with youth who are not apart of the 
church 

Service – we will be offering more service 
opportunities on several Saturdays in the fall 
and spring for youth to have more chances to 
participate in God’s work 

Student Leadership – we will provide monthly 
opportunities for those ready to dive deeper into 
their faith and to have an active role in planning 
and leading the direction of the youth ministry 

The 21 Day Series 
The 21-Day Series is a hope of helping all of us develop faithful habits 
that will draw us deeper into the transforming grace of God. It is said 
that it takes doing the same thing for 21 days for that thing to become 
a habit. In the fall we will provide this 21-Day Series to help different 
covenant discipleship groups journey together to develop and cultivate 
Christian spiritual disciplines as daily habits. While they are still being 
developed, ones that we plan to offer include several scripture and 
prayer ones focused on exploring the New Testament, 21 days of 
practicing justice and acts of compassion, 21 different ways of prayer 
in 21 days, and a possible 21 days of acts of worship. The 21-Day 
Series will be centered upon acts of the Covenant Discipleship groups: 
acts of worship, devotion, mercy and justice 

As we prepare for an exciting new year in the 
youth ministry, I wanted to share with you 
some of the important ministry opportunities 
we will offer. You can click on each link to find 
our more information.  

Covenant Discipleship Groups – on Sunday 
nights, after dinner and our group game, we will 
break into covenant discipleship groups, where 
in small groups of around 4-6, youth along with 
a counselor, will create a covenant based on 
acts of worship, devotion, mercy and justice. 
On Sunday night we will reflect and share how 
we have experienced God as we strive to live 
out our covenants.  

Immersions – during most months we will have 
opportunities for youth to engage in social 

http://www.fairfaxumc.org/youth/sunday-school/
https://fairfaxumcyouthministry.wordpress.com/21-day-series/
http://www.fairfaxumc.org/youth/sunday-school/
http://www.fairfaxumc.org/youth/umyf/
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Great Blogs  
This page offers access to several great blogs from a host 
of different Christian thinkers and writers. These blogs 
will help you think deeply about Jesus, the church, faith 

formation, justice and a whole host of other issues! 

The Peculiar Prophet – Bishop William 
Willimon 
William Willimon is a former UMC bishop. He is 
considered one of the 12 most effective English speakers in 
the world. His teachings and writings lead people to great 
interest and intrigue around the person of Christ. Check out 
his blog, podcasts and books. Invite yourself to be 
challenged and hungry for more. Willimon is one of my 
most favorite theologians to hear from.  

Patheos – Hosting the Conversation on 
Faith 
 Patheos is a great blog that offers a variety of voices from a 
variety of faith perspectives. Patheos’ purpose is to host the 
conversations on faith. Check it out and find some great 
blogs to feed your soul and challenge you to a deeper 
Christian commitment, as well as hearing the voices of those 

with different perspectives than you.  
Institute for Youth Ministry 
 IYM is located at Princeton Theological Seminary. They 
offer several resources that can be helpful for parents to have 
meaningful conversations with your youth around 
contemporary issues. Through Engage (a monthly dialogue 
around difficult issues), their blog (how to engage in 
ministry with young people) and lectures (on youth, church 
and culture) you can find resources full of theological depth 
on very important issues.  

Sojourners  
 
Sojourners works to “envision a future in which Christians 
put their faith into action in the passionate pursuit of social 
justice, peace, and environmental stewardship, working in 
partnership with people of other perspectives, for the 
common good of communities, families and individuals. We 
articulate that vision, convene and mobilize constituencies, 
and build alliances for effective advocacy.” Check out their 
blog and ways that you can be apart of this incredible work! 

https://willwillimon.wordpress.com/
https://willwillimon.wordpress.com/
http://www.patheos.com/
http://www.patheos.com/
http://iym.ptsem.edu/resources/
http://iym.ptsem.edu/resources/
https://sojo.net/
https://sojo.net/
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Action Steps/Groups to Join 

Join the World Vision Advocate Network 

World Vision works all around the world to improve the 
lives of children and communities affected by poverty. You 
can join their Advocate Network to receive monthly updates 
about issues facing children around the world, and ways that 
you can join with World Vision to advocate to congress on 
behalf of children all around the world. You can also join 
with others in prayer and giving to support your advocacy 
work 

Become an Urban Monk 
The Society of Urban Monks is an ecumenical and 
multi-denominational community of men and women 
who are involved in solving social injustices by 
nurturing a relationship with God and others while 
practicing self-care to prevent burn-out. See how you 
can get involved! 

 

Covenant House Advocacy Group 
Covenant House works to care for youth who are 
homeless while also seeking to end homelessness 
among youth. You can join their action network to 
receive up-to-the-minute updates and action alerts to 
advocate for change and use your voice to protect the 
rights of all children and youth.  

Church and Society Justice Campaigns 
Church and Society is the part of the UMC where 
Methodists are equipped and can join in the world of social 
advocacy as inspired by our faith. You can follow their 
justice campaigns online and follow them on Facebook 
(General Board of Church and Society) and Twitter 
(@gbcsumc) for up to the minute alerts, action steps, 
education and ways you can participate with the Holy Spirit 
for the in-breaking of God’s kingdom on earth.  

This page offers you opportunities to connect 
your faith to advocacy and social change 

http://www.worldvision.org/advocate
http://urban-monk.org/
http://urban-monk.org/
https://www.covenanthouse.org/help-homeless-youth/be-an-advocate
http://umc-gbcs.org/take-action/index
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Online Opportunities for Theological Learning 
ministry.  

Udemy is an online platform that offers over 40,000 
courses in a wide array of topics. They offer 6 courses 
from NT Wright, who is one of the most renowned 
and respected scholars of the New Testament. The 
classes you can take from him are: Simply Jesus; Paul 
and His Letter to the Romans; Paul and His Letter to 
the Philippians; Worldviews, the Bible and the 
Believer; Simply Good News; and Paul and His Letter 
to the Galatians.  

Global Ministries University offers online certificate 
and degrees. They are an “online international 
contemporary theological learning platform.” 

United States Institute of Peace – while not 
necessarily Christian, they offer online courses about 
peace making and non-violence, when is a central 
component to Christian theology.  

Websites for Parents 
Below are some websites that are designed for parents that have some 

helpful resources from a faith perspective.  
Fuller Youth Institute – they exist to help parents and churches equip teens for life long 
faith 
 
Center for Parent/Youth Understanding – They aim to help keep you informed about 
youth culture 
 
Parent Cue – parents offering parents wisdom through blog posts, videos and podcasts 
 
Homeword – they aim to strengthen and equip parents, couples and families 
 
FUMC Parent Blog – aims to provide you with resources to encourage you and equip 
you as you help your child/youth develop life long faith 

If you are looking for some great ways to continue 
deepening your faith and you are hungry for learning 
about theology, scripture, practically living your faith, 
then here are some great places that you can do online 
learning to cultivate your faith 

UMC Cyber Campus – aims to provide theological 
education to help build up Christian leaders 

Princeton Theological Seminary and Wesley 
Theological Seminary offer certificate programs 
where you can engage in theological study from 
incredible professors.  

PTS offers a 14-week certificate in courses of Old 
Testament, New Testament, Theology, and World 
Christianity. They also offer a certificate where you 
can study in a cohort with those who are incarcerated.  

WTS offers laity the opportunity to take 6 classes in 
biblical studies, church history, theology and practical 

https://www.udemy.com/user/nicholasthomaswright/?src=sac&kw=N.T
https://www.udemy.com/user/nicholasthomaswright/?src=sac&kw=N.T
http://www.globalministriesuniversity.org/
http://www.globalministriesuniversity.org/
http://www.usip.org/online-courses
https://fulleryouthinstitute.org/
http://www.cpyu.org/
http://theparentcue.org/
https://homeword.com/
https://fumcparentblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.umccybercampus.com/
http://www.umccybercampus.com/
http://coned.ptsem.edu/certificates/
https://www.wesleyseminary.edu/academics/non-degree-programs/

